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T h i s  r e p o r t  

This report has been prepared jointly by Knowsley Council, the Clinical 

Commissioning Group (CCG) and partners of the Knowsley Health and Wellbeing 

Board (HWB). 

Its purpose is to provide an analysis of Education in order to determine the following: 

o How much impact does this issue have on local people? 
o Can this impact be reduced through local action? 
o Can local action reduce health inequalities? 
o Will local action on this help address other issues too? 

 

Understanding these things helps the HWB determine the level of priority that this 

issue should be given in the Borough’s Health and Wellbeing Strategy. 

This is one of a series of reports that comprise Knowsley’s Joint Strategic Needs 

Assessment (JSNA). 

This report is based on the most recently published formal statistics. Where later 

data is available but still classed as ‘provisional’ it will only be referenced if it signals 

significant change.  New data releases will be monitored to ensure that the report 

can be updated as necessary.   

C o n t a c t s  

For information about this report please contact: 

Matthew Carey, Senior Analyst, (0151 443 2671) 

Matthew.carey@knowsley.gov.uk 

F u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  

For a PDF copy of this report, and other research intelligence products, visit 

Knowsley Knowledge – the website of Knowsley’s JSNA 

  

mailto:Matthew.carey@knowsley.gov.uk
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I n t r o d u c t i o n  

Purpose of this report and what it covers and does not cover 

This report deals specifically with compulsory school aged children living in 
Knowsley, whilst attainment and attendance of children in Special Educational 
Provision is referenced, more detailed information on this vulnerable cohort is 
available in the Children with Disabilities & Complex Needs JSNA. 

Full-time education is compulsory for all children aged 5 to 18, either at school or 
otherwise, with a child beginning primary education during the school year he or she 
turns 5. The national curriculum is a set of subjects and standards used by primary 
and secondary schools so children learn the same things. It covers what subjects are 
taught and the standards children should reach in each subject.  

Stage Age Year Phase Assessment 

EYFS 3-5 
Nursery/ 

Reception 
Nursery/ 
Primary 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is 
assessed at the end of reception year when 
children are aged 5. The Early Years Foundation 
Stage Profile (EYFSP) is published at Local 
Authority level. The key measure of success is the 
proportion of pupils assessed as ‘Having a Good 
Level of Development”. 

KS1 6-7 
Years 1 & 

2 
Infant/ 

Primary 

End of Key Stage One (KS1) teacher assessments 
for reading, writing and numeracy are conducted 
when children are aged 7. Results are published at 
Local Authority level and inform later measures of 
how well pupils progress in key subjects. 

KS2 8-11 
Years 3, 4, 

5, & 6 
Junior/ 
Primary 

End of Key Stage Two (KS2) tests for English and 
Maths are conducted when children are aged 11.  
Results are published at school level in National 
Performance Tables. The key measure of success 
is the percentage of pupils reaching level four or 
higher (L4+) in Reading, Writing and maths. 

KS3 12-14 
Years 7, 8, 

& 9 
Secondary 

End of Key Stage Three (KS3) teacher 
assessments for English and Maths are conducted 
when children are aged 14.  They are published at 
Local Authority level. 

KS4 15-16 
Years 10 & 

11 
Secondary 

16 year old pupils sit GCSE and equivalent exams 
at the end of Key Stage Four (KS4), results are 
published at school level in National Performance 
Tables. The key measure of success is the 
percentage of pupils achieving five or more 
GCSE’s at grades A*-C including English and 
maths, referred to as 5ACEM. 
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Quality of data and intelligence available 

The majority of this report is based on evidence and analysis from the following 

Sources: 

 DfE 

 School Census and KMBC SCAP return 

 KMBC Admissions 

 KMBC PII Projections & Education Improvement Strategy 

 KMBC JSNA 

 KMBC Children & Young People’s needs Assessment 
 

Education has long been a data rich environment with excellent primary data 

sources given the safeguarding importance of pupil tracking, and a record of 

assessment results going back almost 20 years. This allows detailed analysis of 

where our pupils come from and where our resident children go to for schooling, how 

groups of pupils based on different characteristics and location perform, and the links 

between attainment, attendance and later outcomes. 

Whilst  attainment and progress are comprehensively monitored there is no longer 

consistent information collected and collated on a national or regional level on 

behaviour – absence reasons are known, as are exclusions (fixed and permanent) 

but anecdotal evidence and case studies are our sole guides to trends in classroom 

culture or experiences of our children within the schools themselves.  

One of the most significant gaps in knowledge is knowing what informs local parental 

preference – the exact reasons families opt for particular local secondary schools. 

No records are kept of admissions preferences for each successive year, and 

parents/pupils are not canvassed locally on their reasons for choosing secondary 

school preferences. 

As results and school contextual data are based on academic terms the release of 

intelligence on key stage results, attendance, exclusions and wider school census 

data are cyclical in nature and are published at regular and fixed points during the 

year.  

At consultation this document draws on the latest available national datasets 

provided by the Department for Education and Public Health England. 

School and college exam results for assessment at the end of .the 2014/15 

academic year are made available provisionally in mid October 2015. Final results 

become available on the publication of performance tables at the start of the 2016 

calendar year. Any provisional results included here are subject to change, although 

there is not usually a significant difference between provisional data and final results. 
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Why Education is important 

Quality educational provision supports more than family schooling needs. The 
sustainability of the Borough and the health of the local economy depend upon well 
educated school leavers entering the job market. A better educated population will 
lead to improved social mobility thereby reducing child poverty, worklessness and ill 
health linked to joblessness and low incomes, and risk taking behaviours. 

 
Educational achievement at primary and secondary school can be a determining 

factor on a number of key quality of life and wellbeing issues in adulthood. Low 

educational attainment and attendance has been shown to have a deleterious effect 

on economic wellbeing, parenting, health, housing quality and levels of personal 

resilience. National research has demonstrated the strong links between attainment, 

attendance and a wide range of specific physical and mental health issues including 

resilience, obesity, teenage pregnancy, and misuse of tobacco, alcohol and other 

substances. 

Links to other priorities, and interdependencies with Council, CCG and wider 

Partnership priorities and strategies  

Knowsley Council’s Corporate Plan, published in September 2015 sets out the 

Borough’s priorities for the next four years aiming to support and maintain 

sustainable growth and reform public services in the borough. The plan promises to 

deliver progress on delivering: a Sustainable Budget Strategy; Sustainable 

Children’s Services; Improvement in Adult Social Care; and Business growth, jobs 

and housing setting out a vision for 2023 with core goals to achieve in each of the 

next three years. 

Education links directly to two of these four priorities: 

• Sustainable Children’s Services – ensuring safety and improved outcomes for 
Knowsley’s children; this includes a goal to deliver a school attendance strategy 
aiding improved attainment by the end of 2015/16. 
 

• Business growth, jobs and housing - supporting the long-term sustainability of 
the borough this includes a series of goals to deliver within education: 

 
o By the end of 2015/16 – 

 Secure good leadership across the school improvement system 
 Support effective transitions between primary and secondary 

schools through development hubs 
 Deliver specialist and targeted support to underperforming schools 
 Develop an A-level Strategy 
 Support residents to develop the right type and level of skills to 

access careers in the City Region’s growth sectors 
 

o By the end of 2016/17 – 
 Implement the A-level Strategy 
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Other key strategic documents outlining the Borough’s policy to improve educational 

outcomes include: 

• Education Improvement Strategy 2013-16 
• Knowsley Economic Growth Plan 2015-18 
• Liverpool City Region Child Poverty and Life Chances Strategy 2015-18 

 

I m p a c t  o n  K n o w s l e y  r e s i d e n t s  

The number and characteristics of people affected by this issue; the key 

trends in recent years, and expected future direction of travel 

Resident populations:  

Knowsley’s 28,375 children comprise over 19% of the total population, i.e.  almost 1 

in every 5 people living in Knowsley is aged under 16.  This is similar to the national 

percentage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birth rates have remained relatively stable over the preceding ten years with a high 

of 1,981 births in 2008 and a low of 1823 in 2013. No single area has seen a 

significant rise or fall in births during. The North Huyton area saw a spike in births in 

2008 and 2011; however births in 2013 and 2014 in the area remained below the ten 

year average. 
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The population of Knowsley is expected to increase by 0.5% between 2014 and 

2024 and 0.8% by 2034.  The proportion of children is estimated to fall by 2.2% 

between 2014 and 2037; however this incorporates a rise of 4.4% to 2024. However, 

the 0-4 population is expected to fall by 2.1% to 2024, and by 9.5% overall to 2037, 

falling from an estimated 9,500 to 8,600. This means without significant growth in 

population from housing developments, the current school populations are unlikely to 

change significantly in the long term. 

School populations:  

Following significant decline since the mid 1990’s the Primary population has begun 

to stabilise in accordance with a levelling off of Live Birth trends. There are 50 

primary schools across the authority with a surplus capacity of 11%, down from 12% 

in 2014, whilst the school average is 12%. 5 schools are in excess of 25% surplus 

places, and overall there are 14,004 places provided and 12,406 pupils. 

Secondary school populations have been in decline since 1999, and current 

numbers are nearly half the peak figures of the mid-90s. Despite significant 

reorganisation and a reduction in Secondary schools from 11 to 6 in the last decade, 

2004 Ward Name 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Cherryfield 124 97 97 87 101 119 99 115 110 98 120 114 114 118

Halewood North 100 88 99 92 92 82 92 102 85 87 82 83 74 66

Halewood South 89 67 86 82 81 104 91 88 92 64 80 87 86 92

Halewood West 74 68 74 70 85 90 89 85 91 80 80 80 93 79

Kirkby Central 89 88 74 91 99 82 81 82 82 116 91 84 110 86

Longview 166 132 139 142 121 145 114 128 154 118 131 141 155 115

Northwood 115 100 91 84 95 101 103 117 145 128 148 135 140 125

Page Moss 123 104 80 125 101 103 111 97 130 93 100 105 100 89

Park 87 82 85 81 81 75 91 65 76 64 73 67 73 67

Prescot East 94 80 95 79 85 94 94 100 103 82 82 118 123 123

Prescot West 67 44 55 60 61 75 76 64 62 72 77 78 66 54

Roby 70 79 63 54 51 51 55 53 51 50 48 59 55 54

Shevington 111 99 97 110 147 141 146 149 132 164 137 153 147 152

St Bartholomews 67 79 75 71 84 86 71 67 82 81 69 91 84 63

St Gabriels 87 80 72 68 82 68 75 98 87 76 70 81 78 87

St Michaels 69 83 72 75 89 100 90 84 85 79 77 99 69 85

Stockbridge 102 94 87 79 90 79 88 98 88 76 78 88 76 78

Swanside 63 69 55 59 82 55 60 66 64 72 64 68 77 66

Whiston North 87 74 77 66 78 83 81 88 75 76 80 57 76 67

Whiston South 114 93 85 89 105 107 88 91 100 101 88 90 94 78

Whitefield 79 58 76 73 88 75 92 85 87 82 82 95 81 79

Knowsley 1977 1758 1734 1737 1898 1915 1887 1922 1981 1859 1857 1973 1971 1823

Live Births
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surplus capacity has remained high, with 1,760 of 7,273 places empty across the 

Borough, the equivalent of a large Secondary school.  

Transition from Primary school to Knowsley Secondary school trends have seen a 

decline in admissions over recent years, with a lower proportion of Primary pupils 

taking up an offer in a Knowsley Secondary school than in previous admissions 

cycles. Net retention rates, or the proportion of Y6 pupils transitioning to Y7 Local 

secondary schools was c.80% in 2002, this has now fallen to an average of 61% in 

the last three years. 

The resulting fall 

in Secondary admissions has accelerated the natural decline in pupil population that 

has occurred due to the lower number of available pupils as smaller age cohorts 

advance through the system. Increasing birth rates from 2001 onwards are yet to 

have their full impact and the Borough’s Secondary population is expected to decline 

further in the next few years before stabilised cohort numbers filter through from 

2016 onwards. 

The LA as a whole will experience a fall in Secondary numbers continuing into 2015-
2016, there is no regional pattern concerning the availability of places and an 
anticipated increase in future admissions will be dependent upon individual school 
trends to a much greater degree than previously. 
 
Primary numbers are expected to climb for the next five years, future stability is 
dependent upon birth rates which have fluctuated by +/- 4% in previous years. 
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Impact 

Early Years & Primary school: Good progress and high standards for nursery and 

primary school children continue to match national trends and averages. This 

progress will reap eventual benefits in secondary schools for the wider Borough. 

However, failure to retain higher attaining primary children in local secondary 

schools, and the resulting challenge to standards, is a more immediate problem. 

Secondary school: Secondary sector performance has seen less positive progress: 

Knowsley’s Centres for Learning collectively achieved the lowest results nationally in 

2014. However, analysis based on residents rather than schools, shows the 

performance of 16 year olds living in the Borough is more favourable. 40% of 

Knowsley young people of secondary school age attend a school in a neighbouring 

district. It is highly likely that if more Knowsley families chose local schools for 

secondary education, Borough schools’ results would be significantly better. 

Attitudes to learning: A “lifestyles” survey of local pupils suggests that (at least until 

aged 13) positive attitudes to learning and work are prevalent in the schools cohort 

that transfers to our Centres for Learning after primary education. It is translating this 

aspiration and expectation into improved outcomes and increased life chances that 

will become critical to both the success of local schools and the future wellbeing of 

the Knowsley population. 

Absence rates: Absence rates from Knowsley schools are significantly worse than 

average, this is particularly true at secondary school age where attendance is the 

poorest in England. Persistent absence rates, the proportion of children missing 15% 

or more of schooling remains a significant challenge and is amongst the worst in 

England at both Primary and Secondary level. 

Children’s’ Mental Health and Wellbeing: Schools, teachers, families and children 

themselves have identified that pressures of school assessment and expectations of 

pupils contribute to increased stress and worry resulting in increased mental health 

issues identified nationally and locally as a growing trend. 

Young people who have spent less time in education and have fewer qualifications 

suffer from higher levels of depression and anxiety that can extend into later life. In 

Knowsley 44.4% of children achieved 5+ A*-C including English & mathematics 

GCSEs, compared to the national average of 53.4% (2013/14) and schools 

absences, both authorised and unauthorised, are higher in Knowsley than the 

national average.   

Bullying is detrimental to physical and mental health and research suggests that it is 

a problem for many young people, particularly within schools. Bullying in schools can 

negatively impact health, educational attainment, increase stress and anxiety and 

pose a suicide risk.  
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In Knowsley, young people have reported feeling vulnerable and fearful of being 

bullied; physical/verbal and/or cyber bullying has been experienced by some.  

In 2015 43% of 15 year olds reported “being bullied in the last couple of months”, this 

is significantly better than an England average of 55%. 

In Knowsley, eating disorders have been identified by teachers as being prevalent in 

local schools. These are serious illnesses that can lead to physical and further 

mental health problems. 

In 2015 49% of 15 year olds reported feeling that their body was “about the right 

size” this is worse than, but not significantly, an England average of 52%. 

Vulnerable pupil groups:  

Both Nationally and locally vulnerable cohorts are at significant risk of low 

attainment and under achievement, these include: 

– Children Looked After, Children in residential care 

– Children In Need 

– Young carers 

– Children with special needs 

– Children with disabilities and complex needs 

Within Knowsley cohorts making less progress than their peers nationally 

include: 

– Non-Statemented SEN children at School Action + 

- Children on Free School Meals, Children who have ever been on 
Free School Meals 
 

Vulnerable children are at significant risk of persistent absence - Children 

Looked After, Children in Need, Statemented and Non-Statemented SEN 

Children, Young Carers, Homeless. Children missing from school are 

particularly vulnerable to exploitation. 
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How residents, communities, and stakeholders view this issue and impact on 

life experiences 

Children’s perceptions 

The local youth parliament has identified school achievement at Key Stage Four as a 

significant challenge and a high priority focus for the coming year. A working group 

was asked to consider what was most significant in terms of young people’s thoughts 

and feelings on education. From this conversation three significant themes emerged 

– 

- Pressure and stress 
- Support and motivation 
- Peers and family 

 
Pressure & Stress 

Young people re-affirmed SHEU insight regarding the stress and mental health 

issues such as anxiety and depression that young people can suffer, not only from 

the pressure of exams but also pressure of coursework, homework and “fitting in”.  

There is a general consensus from the young people engaged with that schools 

provide limited support for young people to deal with such emotions and issues.  The 

experiences of young people in terms of support with emotions and dealing with 

issues such as stress seemed to depend on the school they went to as schools 

approach these issues differently. 

Support & Motivation 

Young people felt that they understand and agree with the support that is given for 

those most at risk but felt that there are other cohorts of young people who require 

support and motivation but don’t always receive it.  Young people commented that if 

you are deemed as “gifted and talented” or a high achiever not enough is done to 

push you further, but also provide you with the support to manage the expectations 

that you will achieve.  Young people felt that there is just an expectation “you’ll get 

the grades, so we can leave you to it.” 

Peers & Family 

Young people commented that external factors such as friends and families attitudes 

towards learning has a massive impact on how young people approach learning and 

school in particular.  Young people commented that through their own personal 

experiences or that of friends, if parents or family members don’t support and 

encourage education then it is easier for the young person to not fully engage within 

school.   

Young people also pointed out that some young people might want to achieve and 

aspire to go onto further education or training but if they have no positive role models 
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in their family to aspire to and gain support from, they may not know how to “do well” 

and end up going down the “wrong path”.   

Whilst young people did agree that support from family in particular is crucial in 

promoting education and the importance of it, young people did also comment that 

some families can place too much emphasis on it, and it can lead to young people 

putting unachievable expectations on themselves as they don’t want to “let anybody 

down” – This can then lead to young people disengaging completely from education 

or have negative effects on young people’s emotional and physical wellbeing, 

ambition and aspiration. 

Attitudes to Learning 

There is a general view that children from poorer backgrounds have lower 

aspirations. A Joseph Rowntree Foundation report found that disadvantaged children 

often do have high aspirations but they do not know how to achieve them and may 

struggle to maintain them.1  

 

Research found that disadvantaged parents and their social networks can lack the 

experience and knowledge to help their children. If a parent does not fully 

understand what their child’s aspirations are and how to achieve them, then it is to 

be expected that the child’s aspirations will fall as time progresses. Therefore, it is 

important to ensure that parents are educated on how to help and support their 

child’s aspirations in conjunction with the work being completed by schools and local 

authorities.  

A Lifestyles survey of c.1,000 12/13 year olds in Knowsley Centres for Learning in 
the 2011/12 academic year has provided an insight into young people’s attitudes to 
learning and expectations about the future.  
 
Cross question analysis has revealed a cohort who remain optimistic and have 
aspirations for the future, but who do have worries about the road to adulthood. The 
cohort are clearly still children and family is at the heart of their experiences; 
smoking, drinking and drugs are reportedly very low and sport, TV and gaming 
remain the most popular activities 
 
Student’s expectations of post school destinations were overwhelmingly positive. 
92% expected to go into employment/ job training, an apprenticeship or to continue 
into further education.  
 
Of the 8% who intended to do something other than training or employment, none 
anticipated starting adulthood on benefits, as young parents or as a celebrity. 
Uniformed services, realistic sporting ambitions and entering family businesses all 
featured in some small degree. 
 

                                                           
1
 Educational aspirations: how English schools can work with parents to keep them on track. Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 

2013. 
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Health Related Behaviour Survey 

The SHEU Healthy Lifestyles survey asks children about how they feel and key 

trends in their health and wellbeing – most of these are explored further in individual 

JSNA reports on each subject. 

When asked about their emotional wellbeing the top three worries for secondary 
pupils were: 

 
Year 8 Boys  Year 8 Girls  
Knives  24% 24% Weight issues 40% 
Feeling angry 23% The way you look 38% 
Guns 21% Friends self-

harming 
27% 

 
 
Year 10 Boys 

  
 
Year 10 Girls 

 

Exams and 
schoolwork 

40% Exams and 
schoolwork 

59% 

Feeling angry 16% Weight issues 57% 
The way you look 15% The way you look 51% 

 
18% of secondary school pupils said that they worried about their friends deliberately 
hurting themselves. 7% said that they worried about deliberately hurting themselves. 

 
When asked what they do to feel better when they feel anxious or worried, the top 
answer, 65%, said ‘I talk to friends’. 32% said they get angry with themselves, 
friends or family; 21% said they eat more. 
 

15% of primary aged pupils said they worried about family problems ‘quite a lot’ or ‘a 

lot’ and 11% said that they worried about health ‘quite a lot’ or ‘a lot’. 

10% of primary pupils said that they worried about schoolwork/homework. 

54% of boys and 32% of girls in the secondary school sample had high self-esteem 

scores. 3% had low self-esteem scores 

Community and family perceptions 

Local community groups where asked to discuss the challenges facing Knowsley 

communities with particular reference to education and attainment, the following 

areas where identified: 

 Parental responsibility and support is a key theme and more is needed to 
support awareness – attendance is often presented as a community problem 
and a parental responsibility but attainment is often seen as the responsibility 
of schools – “getting them in is the family challenge – getting grades is the 
schools.” 
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It was felt that performance of schools at Key Stage 4 was an issue arising 
from the significantly high proportion of Secondary school children educated 
out of borough and that this is difficult to address as we are not in a position to 
provide the range of choice in provision offered by the wider Merseyside area 
– e.g. selective education, single sex faith schools (and in some cases simple 
geographic proximity). This is particularly pertinent in Huyton which has 
historically high cross border losses in the Secondary sector. 

  

 Recognising the importance of early identification of poor attendance and 
following primary school poor attendees though transition to secondary 
school. These are often the same families and early help plus follow through 
is critical. 
 

 There is some local perception that older girls may be missing school in order 
to provide ad hoc care to younger siblings. This may not reach Young Carer 
thresholds but can remain hidden, as can more onerous caring duties. 
 

 Social and cultural expectations of children can impact on both attendance 
and attainment. Some families may not have as much faith in education or 
provide positive modelling on engagement and attendance. Intergenerational 
experience of education can be a significant contributor to disengagement – 
many of the children who struggle have parents with a negative school 
experience, often locally, possibly recently. 
 

 Reduced resources from cuts in financing is a challenge to the provision of 
school attendance services and the  further impact of entrenched poverty and 
welfare cuts must be contributing to this  challenge – e.g. no school uniforms, 
parents who can’t afford to replace shoes for a week, increasing transport 
costs may mean children often miss school through necessity rather than 
illness. 
 

 Access to learning resources - in particular the internet - is now a real issue 
as families in more deprived areas have less home access – phone access 
provides less opportunity for learning. 
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T h e  s c a l e  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  o t h e r  i n e q u a l i t i e s  

Comparison with national and regional averages and statistical neighbours 

Differences between locations and population groups within Knowsley 

Admissions – school populations 

Where do Knowsley school pupils live? 

 
There were 18,129 pupils educated in 
Knowsley schools (Primary, Secondary and 
Special) in the 2015 school census.  
 
15,679 of these pupils were resident in 
Knowsley; a further 2,239 lived in other 
Merseyside boroughs.   
 
The largest number of pupils resident 
elsewhere were the 1,536 pupils with Liverpool 
postcodes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Where are Knowsley resident children 
educated? 

 
There were 21,379 pupils recorded in the 
school census with Knowsley postcodes in 
2015.  
 
5,535 of the Borough’s school aged 
children were educated in schools in 
neighbouring Merseyside boroughs.  
 
The largest numbers of pupils going to 
school elsewhere were the 3,404 children 
in Liverpool schools. 
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  St Helens 

  883 
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 Liverpool 
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   Halton 

     149 

 

 

  

 

 

Sefton 

   22 

  St Helens 

  271 

Knowsley 

15,679 
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     410 

As previously stated, there is a difference between 

Knowsley’s population of school aged children and the 

population of children attending Knowsley schools. The 

outcomes for children resident in the borough are those 

which will impact health and wellbeing of the resident 

population as they grow older. 
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Attainment 

Children’s life chances are inextricably linked to their educational achievement and 

social and emotional development. Evidence shows that working together, good 

parenting, a supportive home learning environment and high quality school 

education can help to reduce the gap in outcomes between pupils in poverty and 

those in higher income households.  

EYFS 

Research has shown that children from poorer families who have shown early signs 

of high ability tend to fall back relative to more advantaged peers who have not 

performed as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The graph2 shows child educational achievement between the ages of 2 and 10, 

depending on their social class and their ability. Between the ages of 2 and 3 and a 

half years old children with high ability fall in their educational achievement 

regardless of their social class. This further reinforces the requirement for excellent 

early years provision to mainstream and develop this high ability. It is also clear that 

children from the low social class who have a high ability fall below children from the 

high social class with a low ability. 

Five year olds living in Knowsley achieve ‘Good levels of development’ equivalent to 

national averages, especially when compared to areas with similar levels of 

deprivation. 

                                                           
2
 Feinstein L. (2003). Inequality in the  
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The proportion of children living in Knowsley that achieved a good level of 

development at the end of the foundation stage in 2014 was 61%, compared to a 

national average of 60% 

Levels of development vary across the different communities within Knowsley. 

Scores in the less deprived areas, such as South Huyton, Cronton, Prescot, are 

typically better than less well-off areas such as North Huyton, North Halewood and 

parts of Kirkby. 

 

KS2 

Children within Knowsley have performed well at Key Stage 2 compared to the 

national average. One of the main measures for this stage is a combined indicator of 

a child’s reading, writing and mathematical attainment which is measured at different 

levels, with Level 4 representing the ‘expected’ level. Knowsley pupils are now 

performing at the national average for the percentage of pupils achieving at least 

Level 4. 

Eleven year olds living in Knowsley achieve ‘levels equivalent to national averages. 
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Proportion of children achieving level 4+ in Reading, Writing & Maths at the end of 

Key Stage 2: Pupil residence 

 2013 2014 

Knowsley 76% 77% 

England 75% 78% 

 

Levels of development vary across the different communities within Knowsley. 

Scores in the less deprived areas, such as South Huyton, Cronton, Prescot, are 

typically better than less well-off areas such as North Huyton, and parts of Kirkby. 
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KS4 

‘a child from a disadvantaged poor background is far less likely to achieve well at 

school age 11 and do well in their GCSE’s at 16 compared to a child from the most 

well-off backgrounds’ 3 

A much smaller proportion of children leave a Knowsley secondary school with five 

or more GCSE’s at A*- C including Maths and English compared to nationally.  This 

is despite improvement between 2005 and 2015 which was greater than the national 

average over the same period.   

Sixteen year olds living in Knowsley achieve better than the school population at 

GCSE, however attainment is still significantly worse than the national average. At 

44.4%, resident pupil GCSE Attainment of 5ACEM is significantly below the England 

average of 53.4%, but closer to our statistical neighbours’ residency based average 

of 47.8%. 

Proportion of children achieving 5 or more GCSEs at grade C or above including 

English and Maths the end of Key Stage 4 : Pupil residence 

 2012 2013 2014* 

Knowsley 49.8% 51.2% 44.4% 

England 59.4% 59.2% 53.4% 
*2014 saw revisions to the curriculum and assessment framework that saw results fall across many authorities in the country. 

“Nationally the most deprived areas still have 30% fewer good schools and fewer 

good teachers than the least deprived.”4  

Levels of development vary across the different communities within Knowsley. 

Scores in the less deprived areas, such as South Huyton, Cronton, Prescot, are 

typically better than less well-off areas such as North Huyton, and parts of Kirkby. 

In 2014 resident GCSE performance was lowest in the South of Halewood (25.7% 

5ACEM) but well above national averages in parts of South Huyton (78.2% 5ACEM). 

                                                           
3
 Greater Expectations: raising aspirations for our children, 2013, National Children’s Bureau 

4
 State of the Nation 2013: social mobility and child poverty in Great Britain, Social Mobility &Child Poverty Commission 
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Attendance 

National research published by the DfE in 2012 found that there is a clear link 

between absence and attainment. As levels of pupil absences increase, the 

proportion of pupils reaching the expected levels of attainment at Key Stage 2 and 

Key Stage 4, decrease. 

In 2009/10, pupils who have never been classified as persistent absentees5 over the 

Key Stage 2 period, were twice as likely to achieve level 4 or above (including 

English and maths) as pupils who were PAs for each of the four Key Stage 2 years 

(78% of non-PAs achieve this level compared to only 38% of PAs). 

Pupils who were persistently absent over both the Key Stage 4 years in 2009/10, 

were just under four times less likely to achieve 5+ A*-C grades in GCSE (and 

equivalents) including English and maths, as other non-PA pupils. 

Once a range of pupil characteristics have been controlled for, persistent 

absenteeism over the final Key Stage 4 year is found to have a strong relationship 

                                                           
5
 Persistent absentees are defined as those children missing 15% or more of school sessions. 
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with GSCE attainment. This translates to PAs dropping one grade in each of their 

GCSEs, when compared to non-PA pupils. 

Just under a third of young people who were persistently absent during the final year 

of their compulsory school education, are not in education, employment or training 

(NEET) at the age of 18. This compares to just over a tenth of their non-PA peers. 

Young people who were not persistently absent during the final year of compulsory 

school education are far more likely to be studying for a degree by the age of 18, 

than their peers who were persistently absent (30% vs. 7%). 

Young people who were not persistently absent during the final year of compulsory 

school education are almost three times more likely to attend a Russell Group 

university than young people who were persistently absent. 

Persistent absentees are more likely to come from single parent households or 

households with no parents. Almost a third of persistent absentees come from 

households where the principal adults are not in any form of current employment 

Evidence suggests that persistent absentees are more likely to be bullied, excluded 

from school and be involved in risky behaviours (experiment with drugs, alcohol 

etc.). Children missing school are particularly vulnerable to exploitation 

Vulnerable children are at significant risk of PA  - Children Looked After, Children in 

Need, Statemented and Non-Statemented SEN Children, Young Carers, Homeless. 

Absence by sector: pupils living in Knowsley 

Primary aged 2014 

Knowsley 4.4% 

England 3.9% 

 

Secondary aged 2014 

Knowsley 6.7% 

England 5.2% 

 

Persistent Absence: pupils living in Knowsley 

Primary aged 2014 

Knowsley 3.1% 

England 1.9% 

 

Secondary aged 2014 

Knowsley 7.7% 

England 5.3% 
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The geographic distribution of low attainment and persistent absence within 

Knowsley both coincide with areas with the highest proportion of deprivation. 

Persistent absence in 2013 was at its highest in parts of North Huyton (c10%), but as 

low as 2.5% in parts of the South Huyton area. 
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S e r v i c e  p r o v i s i o n  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e s  

Asset assessment – people, facilities, funding, and other resources 

Primary Schools 

Knowsley has 50 primary schools, including Catholic, Church of England (C of E) 

and community schools. 

Community and voluntary controlled primary schools: 

Blacklow Brow; Eastcroft Park; Evelyn; Halsnead; Kirkby C of E; Knowsley Lane; 

Knowsley Village; Malvern; Millbrook; Mosscroft; Northwood; Park Brow; Park View; 

Plantation; Prescot; Ravenscroft; Roby Park; Stockbridge Village; The Sylvester; 

Westvale; Whiston Willis; Yew Tree. 

Voluntary aided primary schools: 

Cronton C of E; Cronton Holy Family; Halewood C of E; Halewood Holy Family; 

Hope Joint Faith; Huyton-with-Roby C of E; Our Lady’s; St Aidan’s; St Albert’s; St 

Aloysius; St Andrew’s; St Anne’s; St Brigid’s; St Columba’s; St Gabriel’s C of E; St 

John Fisher; St Joseph the Worker; St Joseph’s; St Laurence’s; St Leo’s and 

Southmead; St Luke’s; St Margaret Mary’s Infant; St Margaret Mary’s Junior; St 

Marie’s; St Mark’s; St Mary and St Paul’s C of E; St Michael & All Angels; Saints 

Peter and Paul. 

Secondary Schools  

Knowsley currently has six secondary schools which have been remodelled as part 

of the Knowsley Future Schooling programme (part of the national Building Schools 

for the Future programme). These are:  

• All Saints Catholic High School; 

• Halewood Academy;  

• Lord Derby Academy;  

• Kirkby High School;  

• Knowsley Park Centre for Learning; and  

• St Edmund Arrowsmith Catholic Centre for Learning. 
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Other Educational Provision: Special Schools and Children’s Centres 

The Council operates five special schools which provide specialised staff catering for 

children and young people with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities 

(SEND). These are located throughout the Borough and include primary and 

secondary education provision. The facilities include:  

• Alt Bridge Secondary Support Centre;  

• Finch Woods Academy;  

• Knowsley Central Primary Support Centre;  

• Meadow Park School; and 

• Bluebell Park School. 

The Borough offers six Council-run Children’s centres, in North Kirkby, South Kirkby, 

North Huyton, South Huyton, Halewood and, Prescot and Whiston. They include 

facilities for:  childcare and early years provision; child, family, health and maternity 

services; family support and parental outreach services; information and support in 

finding jobs and appropriate training; and information and advice for parents and 

families. 
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How expected trends are likely to impact on service provision / Evidence of 

what works locally and elsewhere 

Attainment & Attendance 

The most significant trend impacting on the ability of the Local Authority and schools 

to address inequalities is pressure placed on funding by national policy. 

The current administration has recently announced a number of key policy changes 

that will significantly affect the ability of local authorities and local schools to impact 

on pupil attainment and attendance: 

Protection of the core schools budget in real terms, meaning the per pupil rate for the 
Dedicated Schools Grant will be protected in cash terms up to 2020. 
 
Early analysis suggests the overall picture remains a forecast fall of 8% in real-terms 
school budgets. Locally school budgets have received some limited protection from 
high pupil premium eligibility as Pupil Premium is distributed on free school meals 
eligibility those schools within deprived areas will attract more grant 
 
National Funding Formula for schools to be replaced from 2017, which will set a 
national rate for each pupil, with extra funding for those with additional needs.  
 
The formula is likely to favour schools in rural and county areas at the expense of 
disadvantaged areas like Knowsley. 
 
Funding for universal infant free school meals and Pupil Premium will be maintained.  
 
Pupil premium payments have provided some protection to Knowsley school 
budgets, the level of eligibility is likely to remain the same. However this has become 
an increasingly important part of school funding and might not cover the changes to 
the new formula. 
 
The Education Services Grant (ESG) will be reduced by £600m and include phasing 
out the additional funding schools receive through the ESG.  The government will 
also remove a number of statutory duties from local authorities relating to schools. 
 
The school improvement function of Local Authorities is unlikely to remain 
unchanged and whilst nearly all local primary schools have avoided the Academy 
route, it is likely that this will become increasingly incentivised to meet the 
governments stated goal of all schools outside LA control. 
 
From 2017/18 the government will recover unpaid Education Penalty Notices from 
families’ Child Benefit, or through the courts where they do not receive Child Benefit. 
Full consultation on this will take place in early 2016. 
 
In Knowsley, 521 penalty notices were issued in 2014/15 with around 220 going 

unpaid and requiring the potential of court action. With a current lack of detail as to 

how revenue raised from the fines might be reimbursed to the local authority, there is 
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a potential for the costs incurred through issuing the penalties that are unpaid to go 

unfunded. 

Starting in the Academic year 2015/16 the definition of persistent absence has been 

extended to include children missing 10% or more of sessions, Local Authorities 

monitor this cohort on a half termly basis. This will significantly increase the number 

of children monitored, applying the new criteria to the 2014/15 academic year would 

have doubled the number of persistent absentees in Knowsley’s Secondary schools. 

Continuing poor performance at Key Stage 4 will impact services and residents.  A 

less socially mobile, low income and less healthy population will increase the 

challenge to reduced services as needs increase, affecting the long term 

sustainability of the borough. 

Places & Provision 

National research on the key factors influencing parental choice for Secondary 
school preferences conducted by University College London highlights the following 
trends – 

 

 Local reputation and community links are the most significant factor in 
choosing a primary school. However more aspirational parents will consider 
the traditional Primary/Secondary school admissions links when considering 
school at reception rather than in the final years of primary education. 
 

 Lower income families (measured by Free School meal entitlement) are less 
likely to consider Ofsted reports or overall school performance when 
considering a local Secondary school. However, community opinion, school 
gate conversations and the preferences of aspirational parents will still bring 
some influence. 
 

 Amongst more aspirational families there is an increased likelihood that 
parents will consult school performance tables and read Ofsted reports when 
researching secondary schools. Overall GCSE performance is a significant 
factor for parents who are more likely to seek wider information than local 
networks. 

 
National policy is primarily focussed on the shortage of primary places across 

England as birth rates have increased particularly in the Midlands and the South 

East. 

The government is currently providing additional funding to increase capacity in 

many areas with the principal mechanism of supporting the opening of Free schools, 

expansion of Academy Chains, and the expansion of popular primary schools. 

Significant surplus is now receiving much less government departmental attention as 

falling rolls are considered part of the ‘education market’, whereby less successful 

schools will dwindle at the expense of high performing neighbours.  
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Pupils’ mental health and wellbeing 

The Big Lottery funded HeadStart Programme has been designed in direct response 

to the mental health needs of adolescent young people in England. Knowsley is one 

of 12 Local Authority areas taking part in this national programme which aims to trial 

new ways of providing early support both in and out of school in order to build 

resilience and improve wellbeing in young people. The learning from this will then be 

used to help shape the way future Big Lottery funding decisions are made, and 

influence how services are designed and ran in the future.  

The ultimate aim of the programme is to help equip young people (10 to 14 years) to 
deal better with difficult circumstances in their lives, so as to prevent them 
experiencing common mental health problems later in life. This will be done by 
working in the following areas: 
 

1. A child’s time and experiences at school  
2. Their ability to access the community services they need  
3. Their home life and relationship with family members  
4. Their interaction with digital technology 

 
In July 2014 HeadStart Knowsley was awarded a grant of £500,000 to deliver phase 
two of the programme, which is now underway in Knowsley. This started in October 
2014 and is due to continue until July 2016. This phase is based on a ‘test and learn’ 
approach in North Huyton and so provides the opportunity to test out a range of 
resilience programmes and activities across a number of services and different 
environments, such as community groups and schools, to see what works and what 
does not work in building resilience in local young people.  
 
HeadStart Knowsley is in the process of producing its bid for phase three of the 
programme. If Knowsley is successful in this bid, it will result in further funding from 
Big Lottery to expand borough wide resilience based activities that were effective in 
improving resilience in local young people during phase two of the programme.  

 
 


